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11-foqra jizdiedu minn 61,000
ohal 144,000

-istharrig tal-Uffic¢ju Nazzjonali tal-Istatistika juri li kieku ma jezistux il-

beneficcji socjali f*pajjizna: beneficcji socjali ghat-tfal, il-pensjoni, tal-qghad,
tal-mard, in-numru ta’ fqar {’pajjizna ikun izjed milli jirdoppja, ghax minn 15%
jitla’ ghal 36% tal-popolazzjoni taghna. Dan ifisser li minghajr sistema ta’ benefic¢ji
socjali dawk f’riskju tal-faqar kienu jkunu izjed minn 144,000 ruh, izjed minn terz

tal-popolazzjoni taghna.

45% tal-familji Maltin u
Ghawdxin ghandhom dhul ta’ bejn
30 u 40 euro kuljum. Dawn jinkludu
wkoll, wahda minn kull hames
familji li d-dhul taghhom huwa
l-izjed baxx fil-gzejjer Maltin; li
d-dhul taghhom huwa ta’ bejn 15 u
30 euro kuljum.

Fl-ahhar ta’ Lulju li ghadda
1-Ufficcju Nazzjonali tal-Istatistika
xandar l-istharrig li ghamel dwar
id-dhul u I-livell tal-ghixien taghna
(Survey on Income and Living

Conditions) 1i juri li d-dhul kollu tal-
popolazzjoni taghna, tliet snin ilu,
kien ta’ tliet biljun euro u nofs. Dan
jaghti dhul minn ras ghal ras ta’ 60
euro kuljum. Izda dan id-dhul jezisti
biss fl-istatistika ghax fil-fatt hemm
min ged jaqla’ izjed minn 60 euro
kuljum u hemm hafna li jaqilghu
ferm inqas.

Kif mistenni l-istharrig juri li
l-oghla dhul huwa fejn hemm
persuna jew persuni jahdmu u
l-inqas dhul hu fejn hemm l-anzjani
u persuni bla xoghol. Tliet kwarti

Analizi minn Evarist Bartolo MP

tal-familji taghna jghixu mix-xoghol
taghhom jew billi jahdmu ma’ ohrajn
jew billi jahdmu ghal rashom.

Hafna minn dawk li ghandhom
id-djar taghhom, aktarx li ghandhom
dhul ta’ madwar 60 euro kuljum
wagqt li dawk i jghixu fil-kera jew
f”dar tal-gvern idahhlu madwar 40
euro kuljum. Nofs il-familji jsibu li
I-hlasijiet ta’ kuljum biex izommu
d-dar huwa piz finanzjarju tqil hatna.
Dawn il-hlasijiet jinkludu I-imghax
fuq il-flus 1i sselfu biex jixtru d-dar,
jew il-kera, I-elettriku, il-gass,
l-assikurazzjoni u I-manutenzjoni.
Kull familja thallas medja ta’ 157
euro fix-xahar fuq dawn il-hlasijiet.

L-istharrig tal-Uffic¢ju Nazzjonali
tal-Istatistika juri li 10% tal-familji
biss jghidu li ma jsibu I-ebda piz

Ir-rivoluzzjoni fl-Egittu saret
mill-haddiema mhux mill-intellettwali

“Kienu I-haddiema u I-poplu
normali li wettqu r-rivoluzzjoni
fl-Egittu u warrbu lir-Regim ta’
Hosni Mubarak, mhux il-kittieba u
l-intellettwali,
qalet Mona el-
Shemy, kittieba
Egizzjana
f’intervista
esklussiva ma’
Zminijietna.

Mona
el-Shemy
u I-kittieb
Tarek Eltayeb
tkellmu ma’
Zminijietna
meta kienu
Malta qed
jiehdu sehem
fil-Festival
Mediterranju
tal-Letteratura
ta’ Malta li sar
bejn it-8 u 1-10
ta’ Settembru,
organizzat
minn Adrian
Grima.

F’dan il-festival hadu sehem
numru ta’ artisti ohra li wkoll gejjien
minn pajjizi fejn hemm it-taqlib.

Mona el-Shemy qalet li ilha
kittieba minn mindu tiftakar imma
kienet tikteb f’mohhha u fis-silenzju.

L

Bdiet tikteb fil-“veru” fis-sena 2000
u minn dakinhar kitbet tliet rumanzi
u tliet gabriet ta’ stejjer qosra. Il-
kitba taghha tirrifletti dettalji tal-
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kittieba Egizzjana

hajja socjali u I-qaghda
politika fl-Egittu.

Hija qalet li
s-sitwazzjoni il-lum
! fl-Egittu ghall-kittiecba

; _ 4;{“ u l-intelletwali ghadha

" ma nbidlitx ghax ghadu
. m’ghaddiex zmien
bizzejjed minn mindu

saret ir-rivoluzzjoni.
t»’ “Imma rridu nifhmu li
# r-rivoluzzjoni hija tal-
poplu, li I-poplu huwa
s-sid tar-rivoluzzjoni
u dak i naghmlu jrid
ikun b’appogg ghall-
poplu.

“Kien il-poplu
“normali” li wettaq
ir-rivoluzzjoni mhux
l-intellettwali, 1i dahlu
fix-xena wara. L-Unjin

-

Ritratt: Tarek Eltayeb u Mona
el-Shemy

(ITkompli f’pagna 2)

finanzjarju biex ilahhqu mal-ispejjez
tad-dar. Il-medja tal-kera fix-xahar
hija ta’ 51 euro. Familja bla tfal
jonfqu 43 euro fix-xahar fuq il-kera
wagqt li ghall-familji bit-tfal il-kera
hija ta’ 72 euro fix-xahar. * (Figuri
mehuda mis-sena 2008, qabel ma
saret ir-riforma tal-Kera).

Hafna mid-djar Maltin huma
maghmulin minn hamest ikmamar.
29 % fil-familja jghixu fid-djar ta’
din id-dags. 30 % ta’ dawk li huma
fil-kera jghixu f’dar b’erbat ikmamar.

Familji bit-tfal ghandhom dhul
medju ta’ madwar 25,000 euro fis-
sena jew kwazi 70 euro kuljum.
1zda dan hu dhul medju mahdum
fl-istatistika minn ras ghal ras. Izda
huwa biss fl-istatistika li d-dhul
jitqassam hekk ghax fil-fatt hemm
min ghandu dhul oghla u hatna
ghandhom dhul izjed baxx. Id-dhul
tal-familji fin-naha ta’ fuq tal-pajjiz
huwa oghla minn dak tan-naha
t’isfel.

Nofs il-persuni li jghixu fil-gZejjer
taghna idahhlu ingas minn 10,000
euro fis-sena. Persuna tkun meqjusa
fqira jekk iddahhal ingas minn 6,000
euro fis-sena. Ghandna ftit izjed
minn 61,000 persuna meqjusa fir-
riskju tal-faqar, jigifieri 15 minn kull
mitt persuna f’Malta u Ghawdex.

L-istharrig tal-Uffic¢ju Nazzjonali
tal-Istatistika juri li kieku ma jezistux
il-benefi¢c¢ji socjali f’pajjizna:
beneficcji socjali ghat-tfal, il-
pensjoni, tal-qghad, tal-mard, in-
numru ta’ fqar f’pajjizna ikun izjed
milli jirdoppja, ghax minn 15% jitla’
ghal 36% tal-popolazzjoni taghna.
Dan ifisser li minghajr sistema ta’
beneficcji socjali dawk f’riskju tal-

(Ikompli f’pagna 2)
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fl-elezzjonijie

Jidher li l-popli ta’ I-Ewropa
bdew mewga xellugija, bil-partiti
soc¢jal-demokratici, socjalisti,
komunisti, hodor u xellugin ohra
jaghmlu avvanzi sostanzjali f’diversi
elezzjonijiet nazzjonali u lokali.

Id-Danimarka se jkollha gvern
¢did meta l-poplu vvota favur
“Alleanza Hamra” u warrab il-
gvern tal-lemin, campjin tas-sistema
kapitalista tas-suq hieles. L-Alleanza
Hamra gabet fit-tmiem ghaxar snin
ta’ gvern lemini msejjah Liberali li
ggverna bis-sahha tal-partit bl-isem
Poplu tad-Danimarka (DPP) tal-
lemin estrem.

L-Alleanza Hamra hija maghmula
mis-Soc¢jal Demokratici, il-Partit
Socjal Liberali, il-Partit Soc¢jalista
tal-poplu u l1-Alleanza Hamra-
Hadra li b’kollox rebhu 50.2% u
maggoranza ta’ tliet siggijiet, b’zieda
ta’ tmien siggijiet fuq l-elezzjoni ta’
gabel. L-Alleanza Blu maghmula
minn hames partiti, fosthom id-
Demo-Kristjani 1i ma rebhu ebda
siggu, u d-DPP estrem, li tilef tliet
siggijiet, b’kollox gabu 86 siggu.

Rebha xellugija kbira sehhet fi
Franza meta x-xellug, ghall-ewwel
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Il Partiti fuq 1x-Xellug javvanzaw

darba mill-1958 ‘I hawn, kiseb
il-maggoranza assoluta fis-Senat.
Politikament is-Senat mhuwiex
importanti hafna fit-tmexxija ta’
Franza, imma r-rebha tax-Xellug hija
ta’ valur morali kbir. Sinjal b’sahhtu
li I-poplu Fran¢iz huwa mxebba’ bil-
gvern lemini ta’ Nicolas Sarkozy. Fi
Franza l-elezzjoni ghall-Parlament u
I-Presidenza, se isiru fi zmien seba’
xhur ohra.

Is-Senat jintghazel bil-vot ta’
sindki u kunsillieri lokali u regjonali
u r-rebha tax-xellug hija xiehda li fil-
gvernijiet lokali hemm maggoranza
xellugija. L-ispeaker lemini tas-Senat
kien iddikjara qgabel 1-elezzjoni li
rebha xellugija kienet tkun “terrimot
politiku”.

Ir-rebbieha fis-Senat huma
1-Partit Socjalista, I-Hodor u
alleanza xellugija maghrufa bhala
1-Front Xellugi maghmul mill-Partit
Komunista, il-Partit tax-Xellug anti-
kapitalista u zewg partiti xellugin
zghar ohra. Il-Partit Komunista
kellu 14-il siggu u issa ghandu 15.
L-elezzjoni kienet ghal 170 siggu,
nofs is-Senat, u x-Xellug rebah mill-
inqas 26 siggu minn idejn il-lemin.

[1-foqra f’Malta

(Jagbad minn pagna 1)

faqar kienu jkunu izjed minn 144,000
ruh, izjed minn terz tal-popolazzjoni
taghna.

Id-dhul u I-livell tal-ghixien fil-
gzejjer taghna juri Ii hemm izjed
nisa milli rgiel fir-riskju tal-faqar.
1zda 1-izjed fir-riskju tal-fagar huma
t-tfal. Wiehed minn kull hamest
itfal f’pajjizna huwa fir-riskju tal-
fagar. 19 minn kull mitt anzjan ta’

‘1 fuq minn 65 sena wkoll jinsabu
fir-riskju tal-faqar. 53% ta’ familji
b’genitur wiehed, jigifieri izjed minn
nofshom, huma fir-riskju tal-faqar.
Terz ta’ dawk li huma fir-riskju tal-
faqar jghixu fid-djar fejn hemm zewg
genituri u tliet jew izjed tfal.

L-izjed inhawi fir-riskju tal-faqar
huma dawk fin-naha ta’ isfel ta’
Malta. Hemmhekk jghixu 18% ta’
dawk meqjusa fqar, tlieta fil-mija
oghla mill-medja nazzjonali. 1zjed
minn terz ta’ dawk bla xoghol ukoll
huma fir-riskju tal-faqar.

45% tal-familji Maltin jixtiequ
jbiddlu I-ghamara qadima hafna li
ghandhom id-dar izda m’ghandhomx
flus bizzejjed biex jaghmlu dan.
L-istharrig li xxandar f’Lulju juri
li terz mill-familji m’ghandhomx
internet id-dar u erba’ fil-mija jghidu
li m’ghandhomx flus biex ikollhom
dan is-servizz id-dar. Erbgha fil-
mija tal-familji Maltin jghixu fi
djar fejn m’ghandhomx ilma shun
biex jinhaslu. 12 fil-mija jhossu li
fejn joqoghdu hu Zghir wisq ghall-
bzonnijiet taghhom.

Hafna mill-familji ma jilmentawx
fuq l-inhawi fejn joqoghdu izda 19

fil-mija minnhom jilmentaw li hemm
wisq hmieg fl-inhawi fejn joqoghdu.
15 fil-mija jilmentaw li hemm wisq
vandalizmu u tkissir tal-facilitajiet
pubbli¢i fl-inhawi fejn joqoghdu.

40% tal-familji li ghandhom dhul
baxx u huma ﬁr—riskju tal-faqar
u telga ambjentali fejn ]oqoghdu
l-izjed fin-naha ta’ isfel ta’ Malta.
29% tal-familji jilmentaw minn
storbju li jaghmlu I-girien jew hsejjes
li jkun hemm fit-triq.

Terz mill-familji li juzaw it-trasport
pubbliku jilmentaw li kien difficli
ghalihom biex jingdew tajjeb b’dan
is-servizz minhabba r-rotot kif kienu.
L-istharrig sar sentejn gabel ma
beda s-servizz il-gdid tal-Arriva.

Familji bi tfal 1i ghandhom
inqas minn 17-il sena gew
mistogsija jghidu jekk ibatux minn
xi nuqqasijiet materjali u jekk
uliedhom humiex im¢ahhdin minn
dak li ghandhom bzonn ghas-sahha
u l-kuntentizza taghhom. Meta
stagsewhom jekk jifilhux jixtru
hwejjeg godda ghal uliedhom 6%
qalu li jsibuha difficli. Kwart mill-
familji qalu li mhux uliedhom
kollha kellhom apparat tal-loghob
biex jilghabu barra. 3% qalu li
ma kellhomx biex jixtru kotba lil
uliedhom.

It-tfal li jghixu fil-familji fir-
riskju tal-faqar ged jghixu wkoll
f’familji fejn s’issa m’hemm hadd
jahdem u I-familji jsibuha difficli
hafna biex ilahhqu ma’ 1-gholi tal-
hajja. Huma wkoll dawn il-familji
fejn 1-izjed isibuha diffi¢li jieklu
laham, hut, haxix jew frott mill-
inqas tliet darbiet fil-gimgha. Dawn
il-familji m’ghandhomx flus biex
jaghtu vaganza mqar ta’ gimgha lill-
uliedhom.

t fl-Ewropa

Fil-Germanja l-gvern ta’
koalizzjoni leminija mmexxija minn
Angela Merkel sofriet telfa wara
l-ohra fl-istati (Lande) tal-Germanja.
[1-Partit FDP li huwa parti mill-
koalizzjoni tilef l-aktar u f"hatha stati
lanqas biss se jkollu siggu wiehed,
wagqt li s-Socjalisti, ix-Xellug (Die
Linke) u I-Hodor ghamlu avvanzi
kbar. Imma fl-ahhar elezzjoni, dik ta’
Berlin, hareg partit gdid, “Il-Pirati”
li kiseb voti bizzejjed biex ikun fil-
Parlament. Il-partiti tal-gvern, CDU
u FDP ma gabux iktar minn kwart
tal-voti fil-waqt li t-tliet partiti tal-
lemin estrem ma qabzux i1-5% tal-
voti bejniethom.

F’elezzjoni ohra, ta’ Meklenberg
Vorpommern, il-Hodor irdoppjaw
il-voti u gabu 8.4% u issa dan
il-partit huwa rapprezentat fis-

16-il Parlamenti kollha ta’ l-istati
Germanizi. Die Linke (ix-Xellug)
zied il-voti u kiseb 18.4%. It-telliefa
kienu l-partiti tal-gvern jigifieri
s-CDU (Demokristjani) li naqqas
5.7% u 1-FDP. 1d-daqqa kienet ikbar
ghax dan huwa l-istat tal-Kancilliera

Zminijietna
Merkel.

Pajjiz iehor fejn ix-Xellug u
1-Hodor kisbu rizultat pozittivi huwa
fil-Latvja fejn il-partit Harmony
Center spicca l-ikbar partit. Dan il-
partit huwa xellugi, jirrapprezenta
lill-minoranza Russa fil-pajjiz u
huwa pro-Russja. Imma kiseb
ukoll il-voti ta’ hafna Latvjani li
geghdin isofru mill-programmi ta’
awsterita selvagga li wettaq il-gvern
lemini biex isolvi I-krizi ekonomika
mahluga minn dan il-gvern qadde;j
tal-banek. II-Partit Harmony Center
jista’ ma jkunx fil-gvern ghax issir
alleanza kontrih.

Huwa c¢ar li f’kull pajjiz fejn
il-gvernijiet baxxew rashom ghall-
banek u I-IMF u mponew fuq il-popli
taghhom mizuri horox ta’” awsterita
tilfu I-voti bil-kbir.

Hafna jistennew li I-gvern
Soc¢jalista ta’ Spanja se jitlef il-gvern
ghax ukoll baxxa rasu ghall-ordnijiet
tal-qaddejja u I-ghodda tal-kapital,
bhall-IMF.

Ix-Xellug ghad irid jitbieghed
mill-politika neo-liberali u
jipprezenta lill-popli b’alternattiva
ekonomika ohra li ma tkomplix titfa’
1-piz tal-krizi fuq in-nies.

Ir-rivoluzzjoni
fl-Egittu twettqet
mill-haddiema

(Jagbad minn pagna 1)
tal-Kittieba Egizzjana stenniet hafna
zmien gabel dahlet u dan wassal biex
hafna rrizenjaw mill-unjin”, qalet
Mona el-Shemy.

“Il-punt hu li jekk il-poplu jikseb
id-drittijiet li jrid, il-kittieba u
l-intellettwali wkoll jiksbu d-drittijiet
taghhom”.

Mistogsija x’wassal lill-poplu
Egizzjan biex iqum u jwarrab lir-
regim li kellu, Mona el-Shemy qalet
li s-sitwazzjoni kienet ilha snin twal
tbagbagq. Il-poplu kien ilu jsofri ghal
snin twal f’kull qasam tal-hajja. Kien
ilu jsofti 1-qghad, dejn kbir, bagit
insostenibbli, pagi baxxi, gholi tal-
hajja, taxxi, nuqqas ta’ edukazzjoni u
nuqqasijiet kbar fis-sahha.

Kien hemm wkoll il-problema
ta’ nuqqas ta’ provvista ta’ ilma
tajjeb ghax-xorb u anke biex isir it-
tindif taz-zibel mit-toroq. Il-poplu
u l-haddiema kienu maghkusa u fl-
ahhar splodew.

Fi Zmien li gej, fl-Egittu ghandha
ssir 1-elezzjoni Parlamentari.
Mistoqija jekk bhala kittieba
tinkwetax li [-Egittu jispi¢ca taht
tmexxija fundamentalista, Mona
el-Shemy qalet li huwa veru li
l-grupp Moslem Brotherhood huwa
organizzat u b’sahhtu imma mhux se
jirbhu kollox ghax il-poplu mhux se
jhallihom.

Forsi fi zmien aktar bikri dan kien
jista’ jsehh, imma wara r-rivoluzzjoni
I-maggoranza tal-poplu mhix se
thalli dan isehh. Il-maggoranza
tal-poplu Egizzjan hija moderata,
spec¢jalment iz-zghazagh, u jekk
jaraw l-estremizmu se jerfa’ rasu,
dawn se jieqfulu. Jekk I-Egittu jsir
fundamentalista, dan ma jkunx ghal

zmien twil.

Mistogsija jekk 1-Egittu jergax
jsir gaddej ta’ l-interessi Amerikani
u tal-Punent, Mona el-Shemy qalet
li hija ma temminx li se jsir hekk.
L-Egizzjani qeghdin jaraw x’qieghed
isir madwarhom u qeghdin jisieltu
t-taghlim. Hija qalet li hi zgur li
jekk isir hekk, il-poplu se jizgura li
l-interessi ta’ I-Egittu jigi 1-ewwel
gabel dawk Ewropej jew Amerikani.

Hija kompliet titkellem dwar il-
gaghda politika prezenti u qalet li
1-elezzjoni suppost se ssir f1-20 ta’
Novembru. Hija qalet li fil-prezent
1-Moslem Brotherhood huwa
b’sahhtu u organizzat, u jaghmel
hafna hidma u gid fost il-poplu
normali. Dana jista’ jwassal biex
jikseb hafna voti.

Il-gruppi liberali xellugin u
komunisti mhumiex dakshekk
b’sahhithom ghax ma kellhomx
hafna Zmien biex jorganizzaw.

Thassib ewlieni huwa li wara
1-Moslem Brotherhood hemm it-tieni
linja ta’ fundamentalisti, fosthom il-
grupp maghruf bhala Salafita, li meta
ra li ma kienx se jikseb appogg, rega’
infiltra fil-Brotherhood.

Mistogsija x’trid tara fl-Egittu tal-
futur, hija qalet li tixtieq li I-Egittu
tkun bhal Malta fejn il-poplu jkun
ihobb lil pajjizu u jahdem ghal
pajjizu.

Tarek Eltayeb huwa kittieb ukoll bi
storja nteressanti. Huwa mwieled il-
Kajr minn omm Egizzjana u missier
Sudaniz. Ghex I-Egittu 25 sena imma
f1-1981 ma setghax ikompli l-istudji
tieghu fl-Egittu ghax ir-regim ta’
Mubarak dahhal regolamenti godda u
peress li kellu passaport Sudaniz bhal
missieru, tkecca. Huwa mar ikompli
l-istudji tieghu fl-Awstrija fejn il-lum
jehix. Imma baqa’ f’kuntatt regolari
ma’ [-Egittu fejn il-familja tieghu
ghadha tghix.
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Malta lura bhala bazi militar

mperjal1”

Paragrafu f’rapport ta’ ahbar li
deher ftit ilu fil-gurnal “Times” ta’
Malta qanqal thassib u ghadab kbir
fost min huwa daqsxejn midhla ta’ 1-
istorja ricenti u inqas ricenti.

Il-gurnal kellu ahbar dwar iz-zjara
f’Malta tal-bastiment tal-gwerra
Ingliz HMS Albion. Il-gurnal qalilna
li dan il-bastiment huwa biex jit-
trasporta truppi u l-vetturi taghhom
bhala parti minn forza t’assalt mill-
bahar. Il-bastiment igorr 256 truppi li
jistghu jizdiedu b’400 ohra.

Il-bastimentkien qieghed jappoggja
l-operazzjonijiet tan-NATO kontra
r-regim ta’ Gaddafi fil-Libja f’Gunju
u “more recently strengthening the
UK’s relationships in the Middle
East” (aktar ricentement isahhah ir-
relazzjonijiet tar-Renju Unit fil-Lvant
Nofsani).

U hawn bdew idoqqu l-gniepen
ta’ I-allarm. X ’inhuma l-interessi tar-
Renju Unit fil-Lvant Nofsani li hemm
bzonn li jigu msahha bil-prezenza
ta’ bastiment kapaci li jwassal mijiet
ta’ suldati u tankijiet biex jinvadu xi
pajjiz?

Harsa lura lejn l-istorja turina kif
I-Imperi Ewropej u anke ta’ l-Istati
Uniti kellhom politika li malli jhossu
li l-interessi taghhom f’xi pajjiz indi-
pendenti kienu qeghdin ikunu mhed-
da, kienu jibghatu l-vapuri tal-gwerra
u jaghmlu stragi f”dak il-pajjiz.

L-ghajta popolari(!) fost l-imper-
jalisti kienet “Send a Gunboat”. Hekk
kienu jaghmlu. Pajjizi ta’ 1-Amerika
Latina, 1-Asja u I-Afrika sfaw vittmi
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ta’ din il-politika imperjalista.

L-interessi ta’ I-imperjalisti ma
kienux umanitarji imma kienu li
jibqghu izommu kontroll tar-rizorsi
tal-pajjizi. Kienu jsibu xi skuza, bhal
qtil ta’ xi missjunarju minn taghhom
jew ikun hemm xi gvern li jkun se
jinnazzjonalizza r-rizorsi naturali ta’
pajjizu u li kienu f’idejn il-kumpaniji
tal-pajjizi mperjalisti.

Hemm ghexieren ta’ kazi li sehhew
tul l-istorja. Min jaf kemm il-darba
1-Amerikani baghtu 1-bastimenti tal-
gwerra u |-Morini biex iwaqqghu xi
gvern fl-Amerika Latina u jpoggu
minn floku xi dittatur militari qadde;j
taghhom.

L-Inglizi, 1-Francizi, it-Taljani u
I-Germanizi bnew l-imperi taghhom
b’dan il-mod u baqghu iwettqu dan
l-agir sa anke snin wara tmiem it-Tie-
ni Gwerra Dinjija.
biex jergghu jiehdu f’idejhom I-Indo-
Cina, u l-Inglizi iwettqu I-kolp ta’ stat
bl-ghajnuna tal-forzi navali taghhom
kontra l-gvern ta’ Mossadeq fl-Iran
ghax dan innazzjonalizza l-ghelieqi
taz-zejt li kienu f’idejn il-BP.

U xi nghidu ghall-gwerra ta’ Swejz
meta Nasser, il-mexxej ta’ 1-Egittu,
innazzjonalizza 1-Kanal tas-Swejz.

Ghalina t-thassib jikber hekk kif
il-gvern Nazzjonalista qieghed jerga’
jaghmel lil Malta bazi tal-forzi mili-
tari tal-pajjizi tan-NATO. Haftha
minna ghadna niftakru I-Gwerra tas-
Swejz u naraw l-ajruplani Canberras
u Valiants jittajru minn hawn biex
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imorru jibbumbardjaw Lixandra, il-
Kajr u bliet ohra Egizzjani. Minn
Malta ntefghu mijiet ta’ bombi kbar
fuq il-poplu Egizzjan.

Ta’ min jghid 1i I-pajjizi tan-
NATO ghadhom pajjizi mperjal-
isti ghalkemm il-lum ma juzawx
dik il-kelma. Il-lum I-imperjalizmu
taghhom huwa ekonomiku u jaghmlu
minn kollox - inkluzi gwerer - biex
jizguraw li r-rizorsi taz-zejt tal-pajjizi
tat-Tielet Dinja jibqghu f’idejn il-
kumpaniji multi-nazzjonali, li huma
il-vera sidien u jigbdu l-ispag ta’
dawn il-gvernijiet li m’humiex hlief
pupazzi.

Bhalissa ghaddej I-ahhar assalt im-
perjalista biex jahtfu z-zejt u l-gass
tal-Libja.

Minkejja t-tidwir kollu tal-kliem
uzat mill-midja qaddejja, Malta ntuzat
u ghadha tintuza bhala bazi tal-forzi
tan-NATO f’din il-gwerra. Ir-rizultat
ghadu ncert fis-sens li wara li Gaddafi
jitlef, ma jafux x’forma ta’ gvern se
jkun hemm.

Qeghdin jaghmlu minn kollox biex
ikun hemm gvern qaddej, imma jekk
ikun hemm wiehed fundamentalista,
m’hemmx dubju li bastimenti bhal
HMS Albion mimli suldati juzaw I-
portijiet ta’ Malta “biex jissahhu r-re-
lazzjonijiet tar-Renju Uniti fil-Lvant
Nofsani”.

U nergghu nistagsu: “kif'se jissahhu
r-relazzjonijiet tar-Renju Unit fil-
Lvant Nofsani” bil-prezenza u l-uzu
ta’ bastiment setghan tal-gwerra? U
x’parti se tilghab Malta?

L-Ghaqgda
Zminijietna
-Lehen ix-Xellug

Zminijietna -Lehen ix-Xellug
huwa moviment xellugi u jin-
kludi membri fuq bazi per-
sonali tal-Partit Komunista,
il-Partit Laburista, l-Alternat-
tiva Demokratika, haddiema,
akkademici, studenti, trejd un-
Jjonisti, gurnalisti u pensjonanti.

Zminijietna hija l-lehen tax-
xellug. Il-mira ewlenija hi li
l-ghaqda jkollha preZenza ikbar
fis-socéjeta Maltija permezz ta’
attivizmu minn perspettiva xell-
ugija, b’emfazi fuq il-prinéipji ta’
l-ugwaljanza, gustizzja socjali u
sostenibilta’ ekologika.

Kull korrispondenza lill-
Ghaqda Zminijietna ghandha
tintbaghat fl-indirizz PO Box
35 Sliema fuq jew zminijietna@
yahoo.com

Il-kitibiet fir-rivista huma
I-fehmiet u opinjonijiet tal-kit-
tieba u mhux bil-fors jirriflettu
I-policy uffi¢cjali ta’1-Ghaqda
Zminijietna.

Il-gazzetta Zminijietna hija
pubblikazzjoni ta’ kull tliet
xhur ta’ I-Ghaqda Zminijietna.

Disinn: KoPri Koperattiva
Ltd. Stampar: Union Print,
Marsa.

Sistema Ekonomika F Salib

1it-Toroq
minn A.Pert

Il-gwerra  dinjija  tal-1939/45
halliet stragi tremenda ndustrijali,
ekonomika u socjali, spec¢jalment
fil-pajjizi nvoluti fit-tagbid u milquta
mill-bumbardamenti. L-industriji
kienu mfarrka, u li fadal minnhom
kien konvertit ghall-produzzjoni
tal-armamenti, li ma l-armistizju
spicéa l-uzu taghhom. Spiccaw
ukoll Il-impjiegi fis-servizzi tal-
gwerra. Hafna bliet spiccaw borg
gebel. L-ekonomiji nazzjonali gew
spulpjati, u l-muniti tal-pajjizi telliefa
ma baqghux jiswew langas dags il-
materjal li kienu stampati fuqu. F’dan
il-kwadru mizerabbli, 1-qghad kiber
izjed malajr u abbundanti mill-haxix
hazin, u I-faqar sploda u zied it-
theddida tal-guh madwar 1-Ewropa u
1-Asja.

Il-popli hekk milquta, u 1-pajjizi li
jiddependu mill-kummer¢ maghhom,
kif setghu jirkupraw minn dik id-
disgrazzja katastrofika? Mixghufa
mill-ghaks kbir li gabilhom l-istagnar
ekonomiku ta’ wara l-gwerra 1-kbira
tal-1914, 1-Amerikani din id-darba
hargu bl-iskema tal-“Marshall Aid”,
li tiffinanzja 1-bini mill-gdid ta’
l-industrija u I-hsarat strutturali u
soc¢jali fil-pajjizi dizabilitati mill-
gwerra.

Irragunaw li 1-ekonomija taghhom
tiggammja jekk ma jitqajjimx mill-
¢did  il-kummer¢  mal-ekonomiji
li issa kienu falluti. In fatti b’dak
l-istimolu, l-ekonomiji regghu hadu
l-hajja, u fi ftit snin issahhew tant,
li mkien ma baqa’ persegwitat bil-
mizerja harxa (the great recession),
li kienet esperjenzata wara l-ewwel
gwerra tal-1914/1918.

Mhux se nidhol fl-argument ta’
kemm il-gwerra tista’ tkun parti
mill-ghodda i tithaddem b’idejn
mahmugin fis-sistema ekonomika
kapitalista. Irrid biss nuri kemm
dak ir-ragunar tal-“Marshall Aid”,
jista’ jkun relevanti ghall-istragi ta’
l-istess natura u ta’ dimenzjoni akbar
li ghandna Ilum, li hija kawzata
mill-bumbardament tal-fallimenti
ta’ l-aqwa ekonomiji tas-sistema
kapitalista. Per6 issa rridu sorsi
differenti ta’ “aid” ghax ebda Stat
m’ghadu jista’ jiffinanzja l-forma ta’
soluzzjoni “Marshall”.

Bdejna bi gvernijiet jippumpjaw
biljuni ta’ dollari biex isalvaw banek
kbar falluti. Imbaghad bdew johorgu
triljuni  biex isalvaw gvernijiet
ohra mill-falliment. Waqt 1i dawk
l-interventi ma tantx jidher 1li qed
ikollhom success, dawn il-flejjes tal-
“bail outs” ghad iridu jithallsu lura
mic-¢ittadini ta’ l-istati 1i haduhom,

u ta’ dawk li harguhom ghall-banek
taghhom stess. Il-prattici fiskali tas-
sistema jitfghu l-akbar piz ta’ dak il-
hlas fuq i¢-¢ittadini li l-inqas jifilhu
jhallsu. Vera forma ta “aid minn
imnieher  i¢-¢ittadini”.  Il-mizuri
ta’ awsterita’ jkomplu jghafsu lil
istess mnies, u jmewtu l-kummere¢,
u jiskarsaw ix-xoghol dinjituz, u
jistagnaw l-ekonomija. Jidher li dan
l-attentat ghas-soluzzjoni dahhalna
f'¢irtku vizzjuz, b’futur mill-izjed
instabbli u dubjuz. Is-sistema tinsab
f’salib it-toroq.

Dan huwa rizultat ta’ politi¢ci u
teknokratici li b’dizonesta mexxew is-
sistema ghal dan l-istat. X’soluzzjoni
tistenna mill-istess nies indixxiplinati
u rresponsabbli li waslu s’hawn?
U x’rimedju nistennew mill-istati
f'sistema falluta globalment? Nibza’
wkoll li I-maggoranza, partikolarment
il-haddiema, ghadhom ferm il-
boghod minn dik is-solidarjeta globali
mehtiega ghal soluzzjoni komuni
politika.

Ghaldagstant f"dawn i¢-¢irkustanzi

tassigura mmaniggjar serju  tas-
sistema finanzjarja nternazzjonali,
li tkun akkumpanjata minn verzjoni
¢dida ta “Marshall Plan”, iffinanzjata
mill-biljunarji 1i bil-fondi tal-istati li
gew akkumulati f’idejhom, jifilhu
u jagblilhom ihallsu, biex sistema
ekonomika riformata tiffunzjona
bi profitt ragonevoli ghalihom u
b’avvanzi socio-ekonomici xierqa
ghas-socjeta kollha.

Pass progressiv f"din id-direzzjoni
sar dan l-ahhar mill-biljunarji
Fran¢izi, li hargu Dbis-suggeriment
li jhallsu rati oghla ta’ taxxi biex
jehinu lil-pajjizhom fid-diffikultajiet
finanzjarji u ekonomici tieghu. II-
problema nternazzjonali tista’ tittaffa
hafna u tidhol fit-triq tas-soluzzjoni
bla bzonn ta’ bail-outs i jithallsu lura,
kieku I-biljunarji/miljunarji tal-pajjizi
kollha ma jkomplux jevadu biljuni ta’
taxxi kull sena. Minbarra li jwaqqaf
l-emorogija ta’ dawn l-evazjonijiet,
kull stat ghandu dmir li jintaxxa
b’izjed rati gholja lis-sinjuruni li
akkumulaw poter ekonomiku ta’ stati
zghar setghana, fl-istat nazzjonali

jehtieg  l-ewwelnett revizjoni 1i fallut.
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zjoni

fl-1strategja ta’ 1-energija”

Martin Galea De Giovanni llum
jokkupa 1-kariga ta’ Cerpersin ta’
Friends of the Earth Malta (FOEM).
L-Ghaqda ilha mwaqqfa mill-1985
bl-isem ta’ Zaghzagh Ghal Ambjent,
li wara l-isem sar Moviment Ghal
Ambjent. “F’1990 inghagadna
ma [-FoFE International u b’hekk
bdejna nissejhu Friends of the Earth
Malta. Sirna parti minn network
kbir ta’ NGOs imferrxin £’77 pajjiz
differenti. F’pajjizi ohrajn l-ghaqdiet
jiffacéjaw ostilitd mill-awtoritajiet
tal-pajjiz” qal De Giovanni
f’intervista ma’ Zminijietna.

L-ghaqdiet biex jissiehbu ma’ FoFE
International jridu jkunu attivi fuq
livell nazzjonali u jkunu ndipendenti
mill-Gvern. L-attivizmu ta’ FoE
International jvarja f’kull pajjiz
rispettiv. Ezempju fl-Amerika Latina,
il-fokus huwa iktar fuq indigenious
rights, workers rights u social
Justice. Din il-varjazzjoni u diversita
fl-attivizmu u l-kampanyji hija ta’
beneficcju ghax tohloq network
ta’ xi haga akbar. Din id-diversita
taghtina access ghall-informazzjoni u
esperjenza wiesgha u profonda. FoE
fil-kampanji taghhom jaghtu hafna
kaz il-gustizzja soc¢jali fil-politika
ambjentali.

X’gieghel I-Ghaqda taghkom
f’Malta biex mill-kampanja
ghall-bidla fil-klima timxu lejn
kampanja dwar I-Ikel, meta
l-kwistjoni tal-bidla fil-klima
ghadha fil-bidu taghha?

Fil-verita se nimxu bil-mod
il-mod lejn dan 1-qasam. Infatti
fl-ewwel sena se niffokaw
specifikament fuq il-kwistjoni ta’
Bio fuels u 1-kwistjoni ta’ Food
miles 1i tnejn huma relatati mall-
problema tal-bidla fil-klima. Food
miles qed nirreferu ghal ammont ta’
energija li trid biex twassal prodott
minn pajjiz ghal iehor, meta nistghu
nippromwovu aktar il-prodott
lokali. Dan ikun ta’ benefi¢¢ju wkoll
sabiex nziedu x-xoghol u nsahhu
l-ekonomija Maltija.

Ghar-rigward ta’ Malta ghadna
ged nistennew il-Gvern johrog il-
ligi dwar il-bidla fil-klima‘Climate
change bill’. Nemmnu li din fl-ahhar
mill-ahhar trid tidhol. I1-Gvern sa
llum ma jridx jdahhalha bl-iskuza
li r-rapporti huma aktar mportanti
minn ligi. [I-problema li naraw hi
li jekk ir-rapporti jsiru u jibqghu
fuq l-ixkaffa, jkun kollu ghalxejn,
u filfatt hekk ged isir. Sa llum saru
diversi rapporti li trattaw l-istrategija
ghall-bidla fil-klima, imma ftit 1i xejn
1-Gvern ta’ kashom. Qed nistennew
ukoll biex issa johrog it-tieni rapport,
minn tlieta, “National Climate
Change Adaptation Strategy”

Huwa ta’ ghajb li ma gejniex
avvicinati biex nkunu fuq il-kumitat
ghall-bidla fil-klima, meta ahna
l-uniku NGO 1i ffukat il-kampanji
taghha fuq dan il-qasam, u ngawdu
minn informazzjoni utli.

Tahsbu li I-Gvern ghandu
direzzjoni fdik li hi energija
Nazzjonali?

Jekk hemm direzzjoni, minn
dak li ged isir ma tantx jidher li hi
direzzjoni tajba. Malta ghadha kif
investit f’impjant li jahdem bil-
heavy fuel oil meta sa 2020 ’EU
qged tistenna li Malta tipproduci
10% mill-konsum taghha minn sorsi
alternattivi.

F’dak 1i hu nvestiment fl-uzu
tal-gass, ghalkemm dan hu sors
iktar nadif minn HFO, dan xorta
mhux sors rinnovabli. Wiehed irid
jiftakar wkoll 1-fatt 1i power station
tal-Marsa trid tinghalaq. Dawn il
problemi kollha juru n-nuqqas ta’
vizjoni fir-rigward ta’ I-istrategija
nazzjonali tal-energija.

Fuq din naraw problema kbira
ghalfatt li I-konsum ta’ I-energija
f’din l-ahhar sena rega’ zdied u
fl-istess hin il-Gvern hu marbut li
jaghlaq l-power station tal-Marsa.
Din il-problema li ged niffac¢jaw
konna ilna nigbdulu I-attenzjoni
fugha lill-Gvern. L-ewwelnett ma
nistghux nibqghu nhallu progetti
kbar jinbnew u ma jkunux energy
efficient. Mill-banda l-ohra nagblu
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mal-politika ta’ grants sabiex
nincentivaw aktar l-investiment
f’sorsi ohra ta’ l-energija.

Imma meta qed tghid li taqblu
mal-politika tal-grants, il-fatt li
hafna mill-bjut mhux acécéessibli
jew ma’ genb l-istess bejt hemm
bini gholi li jaghmilha difficli biex
isir investiment f’panelli solari jew
fotovoltaji¢i, ma tahsibx allura li
din l-proposta ta’ ghoti ta’ grants hi
diskriminatorja?

Sa llum f’Malta il-kuncett ta’
solar rights ma jezistix, fejn il-
persuna jkollha dritt ghal access
ghal investiment fl-energija
rinnovabli. Jigifieri din f"Malta trid
tidhol u allura dana jobbliga, biex
l-ippjanar f*dak 1i hi proprjeta jichu
nkonsiderazzjoni dan id-dritt.

Ghal dawk i ma ghandhomx
accessibilita, il-Gvern jista’ joffri
l-ispazju ta’ bini pubbliku, biex
dawn bhall-ohrajn jinghataw i¢-
¢ans li jistghu jinvestu f’pannelli
fotovoltajici. L-energija li jipproducu
tmur kollha fil-grid tal-gvern (feed in
tariff) u 1-gvern inaqqasilhom mill-
kont. Jidher li I-Gvern ghadu kemm
beda jiddiskuti dawn id-drittijiet
wara li saret mistoqsija parlamentari
fuq dan ir rigward kmieni din is-
sena.

Tagqbel mal-kuncett ta’ I-‘eco

socialists’ li biex tithares il-gustizzja
socjali I-Gvern jkun hu li jinvesti
[’energija rinnovabbli?

Kif ga semmejt qabel hemm
diversi soluzzjonijiet, imma din li
ged issemmi inti tista’ tkun wahda
minnhom ukoll, ghala le. Tajjeb
imma li 1-Gvern isir aktar effi¢jenti.

Fir-rigward tal-prezz ta’ l-energija
minn sorsi li jiggeddu, vera li prezz
hu oghla minn dak konvenzjonali?

Il-prezzijiet internazzjonali dejjem
ivarjaw, anke taz-zejt. Fil-prezent
vera li jekk ninvestu f’energija li
tiggedded ser tkun aktar gholja,
imma I-fatt li f’Malta ser nipproducu
xi 3 jew 4% ta’ dik li hi energija
rinnovabbli, allura I-impatt f’dik
li hi differenza fil-prezz mhux ser
tkun dagshekk kbira. Eventwalment
jekk il-prezz taz-zejt ser jibqa’
joghla allura iktar u iktar ser jkun
vijabbli li tinvesti f’energija li
tiggedded. S’intendi qabel dana
kollu tajjeb li nkomplu nziedu f’dik
1i hi effic¢jenza, billi nedukaw lill-
poplu jnaqqas kemm jista’ f’dak li
hu konsum. Fil-fatt
konna hejjejna progett
‘Dawl’ ma’ familji bi
dhul baxx fil-Kottonera
sabiex nghinuhom
k.« jnaqqsu fil-konsum.
~ Wiehed jista’ jikseb
iktar informazzjoni fuq
dan il-progett, mill-
website : http://www.
foemalta.org/home/
index.php/dawl

Imma tahseb li
hemm familji li ged
jnaqqsu l-konsum
askapitu ta’ livell ta’ I-ghixien,

li jfisser li dawn qed inaqqsu
l-konsum ghax qed isibuha difficli
biex ihallsu l-kontijiet, u x’tahseb
dwar il-konsum baziku, ghandu
Jjkun protett?

Energy poverty hija problema
madwar I-Unjoni Ewropea,
l-Ingilterra huwa kaz tipiku.
Nemmen li kullhadd ghandu
jkollu I-ammont baziku garantit, u
dan hu fi dmir tal-Gvern li jibga’
jissalvagwardjah. Is-sistema prezenti
li ddahhlet fl-ahhar bagit hi xi haga
hekk fejn jekk tuza ¢ertu kwota
thallas bi prezz mod u jekk tagbez il-
kwota thallas bi prezz iktar. Sussidji
fuq l-energija din ma nagblux
maghha ghax b hekk tkun qed
tincentiva aktar il-hela. Ma’ ghajnuna
li tghin lil dawk vulnerabbli bhala
ghaqda nagblu maghha.

Fir-rigward ta’ dak 1i hu konsum
baziku imma rridu naraw x’qed
nithmu u x’jinkorpora l-konsum
baziku, ez li bniedem jixghel 1-air
condition jaqa’ taht konsum baziku?

Mal-kwistjoni tal-Energija
tohrog ukoll I-kwistjoni ta’ I-Ilma.
X’inhi l-posizzjoni taghkom fuq
din ir-riorsa, meta s-settur privat,
turistiku, agrikolu, tal-kostruzzjoni
u dak domestiku jiddependu hafna
minn din ir-riorsa biex jibqghu
jezistu?

Zminijietna

[l-kwistjoni ta’ I-ilma hija
mportanti hafna. Fil-fatt ahna
minhabba nuqqas tar-rizorsi li
ghandna bhala ghaqda ged nharsu
lejn il-kwistjoni ta’ 1-ilma, biss,
minn lenti tal-ikel, 1-aktar ghal dik
li hi produzzjoni tal-majjal f"Malta
fejn ahna tal-fehma li hi wahda
nsostenibbli. “Qed nippromwovu
industrija li ghall-ammont ta’ ilma
li tikkonsma ma taghmilx sens,
l-aktar f”dak 1i hu tindif. B’mod aktar
simplistiku biex nipproducu kilo
laham tal-majjal irridu ammont kbir
ta’ ilma”.

L-istess l-agrikoltura ged
tikkonsma ammont kbir ta’ ilma. Fuq
din nagblu hafna ma’ l-argument li
jibda jintuza l-ilma ta’ tieni klassi,
ged nirreferu ghal dak l-ilma li sa
llum ged jispicca kollu fil-bahar wara
li jghaddi mill-process ta’ tindif mill-
impjanti ta’ drenagg. S’intendi dana
jitlob investiment kapitali, imma
tajjeb li bhala pajjiz nilhqu din il-
mira.

Dan l-ahhar sentejn bdiet tidhol
fis-sehh ir-riforma tal-MEPA.
Riforma li nahseb kullhadd jaqbel
li kellha ssir. Tagblu mar-riforma
u tahseb li wasslet ghar-riZultati
poZittivi?

Fir-riforma kien hemm affarijiet
pozittivi, imma xorta jibqa’
l-kwistjoni ta’ ODZ. [I-MEPA trid
tiddeciedi fuq din il-kwistjoni. Ma
nistghux nibqghu jkollna Awtorita
bhal MEPA li tibga’ tibghat messaggi
kontrastanti.

Fugq il-kwistjoni tal-pompi tal-
petrol, ghalfatt 1i nithmu li tajjeb
li jkun hemm rilokazzjoni ta’
pompa ta’ petrol minn zona urbana
ghal wahda rurali, imma ghandna
ghalfejn minn pompa ta’ petrol
zghira, naghtu permess biex tinbena
wahda massiva. Niehdu ezempju dik
gewwa ta’ Buqana u l-ohra {” Attard
vicin I-Isptar Monte Carmeli.
Ricenti kien hemm applikazzjoni
ghar-rilokazzjoni tal-pompa tal-
petrol mill-pjazza ta’ I-Imgarr ghal
zona ekologika, din ghalina mhiex
accettabli. Filfatt il-proposta hija
wahda massiva. Nistagsi ghandna
naghtu permess ghal ohrajn godda,
meta Malta hi ¢kejkna u mizghuda
bil-pompi tal-petrol?

Rigward proprjeta. 1l-fatt li
ghandna hafna proprjetad vojta, bini
Zdingat u anke ta’ periklu. E? tipiku
hu I-bini li hemm fejn il-gnien ta’
I-Istazzjon ta’ B’kara, fejn il-faécéata
ta’ dan il-bini qieghda f’sitwazzjoni
mwieghra li tista’ teghleb ghal fuq
in-nies. X’tahseb li ghandu jsir
f’dan ir-rigward?

(Ikompli f’pagna 5)
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Jien nissimpatizza ma’ dawk in-
nies li minhabba n-nuqqas ta’ rieda
tajba mill-Awtoritajiet qeghdin
jghixu ta’ kuljum f’riskju. Ahna
bhala ghaqda nagblu I-ewwelnett
ma taxxa fuq il-bini vojt, l-aktar
fuq dawk li jridu jhallu l-proprjeta
vojta ghal fini ta’ spekulazzjoni
jew minhabba kwistjoni familjari.
Taxxa zgur ser tghin biex tibda tigi
ndirizzata din il-problema.

Imma f’kaz li I-bini jkun ta’
periklu, ghandu I-Gvern jintervjeni
hu direttament b’miZuri iebsa
kontra s-sidien?

Nagblu i tittiched xi azzjoni, imma
mhux li I-Gvern jiehu I-proprjeta
f’idejh, ghalkemm nifhem il-periklu
serju li ta’ kuljum qed jigu esposti
ghalih in-nies li jghixu fil-madwar
minghajr ma jkunu jafu, kif ukoll
f’hatha drabi s-sit jispicca ‘dumping
zone’. Tajjeb ukoll li ghal dak li hu
hrug tal-permessi ghall-bini gdid,
il-MEPA tara 1i I-bini jkun konformi
ma’ dik li hi effic¢jenza fl-energija,
‘energy efficient’.

Rigward Transport f’Malta, il-
fatt li f’Malta l-ammont ta’ nies
Jjaghmlu uzu mill-karozza privata
taghhom qieghed kullma jmur
dejjem jizdied, x’tahseb li ghandu
jsir?

Bhala ghaqda nahsbu li r-riforma
fit-trasport pubbliku kienet ta’
bzonn biex nindirizzaw il-problema
Nisperaw imma li din tahdem kif
suppost. Rigward konsultazzjoni,
nahsbu li ma kienx hemm bis-serjeta.
Nisperaw li fir-riforma jinkludu aktar
buses zghar sabiex is-servizz jkun
aktar efficcjenti.

Nahseb li jekk il-Gvern joffri
alternattiva vera ghal dak 1i hu
transport privat, u bir-riforma ta’
transport pubbliku hekk jidher 1i ha
jsir, allura dak l-individwu li jrid
jibga’ juza l-karozza privata tieghu
‘bhala kapric¢’, allura nagblu li dan
ghandu jigi ppenalizzat. Issa sta
ghal Gvern li jara kif, imma hemm
diversi soluzzjonijiet fosthom li
jew joghla aktar il-prezz ta’ fuel
jew nkella l-karozza tintuza biss fil-
granet taghha. L-Italja ghandhom
sistema ta’ number plates. I1-kumdita
ta’ I-karozza qed nehduha wisq
b’mod assolut, din hi kwistjoni wkoll
ta’ kultura. S’ intendi nithem li sa
llum ma kienx hemm alternattivi.
Allura ghalhekk tajjeb li jkun hemm
alternattiva. Rigward hin tax-xoghol,
hemmbhekk ukoll ghandu jsir xi
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Tyrants Rob Their
People of All Hope

haga, li nagblu hu li din il-kwistjoni
ghandha tittiehed in konsiderazzjoni,
ez f¢ertu pajjizi ghandek il-walking
bus, fejn din tigbor l-istudenti

kollha minn quddiem il-bieb ta’

dar sa I-bieb ta’ I-iskola. Imbaghad
hemm l-argument ta’ reduced hours,
teleworking, imma dan huma oqsma
li mhumiex ezattament fil-kompitu
taghna.

Nigu ghall-problema tal-iskart,
fejn dan ghad hemm problemi kbar,
l-aktar f’dak li hu gbir ta’ skart mis-
settur privat. X’tahseb li ghandu
Jjsir?

Fil-fatt ma’ genb fejn noqghod
jien hemm bar u hanut tal-merca u
tnejn 1i huma ma jisseparawx l-iskart
ghar-reciklagg, imma jmur kollu ma’
l-iskart ta’ dar. L-istess ghal dak li
hu settur domestiku, nahseb 1i ghad
fadal biex tintlahaq il-figura ta’ 50%
gbir ta’ reciklagg mid-dar sa 2020.
Li jrid isir zgur hu aktar inforzar u
edukazzjoni. L-idea li tippenalizza
ghandha tkun I-ahhar soluzzjoni,
imma nahseb li din fl-ahhar mill-
ahhar ser jkollha tidhol ghax issa
ghadda zmien wisq u l-poplu zgur
ma ghandux skuza li mhux infurmat.

Bhala FoE nagblu li terga’ tidhol
fis-sehh sistema li tqarreb lejn dik
li kien hemm qabel ma dhalna fl-
Unjoni Ewropea, ged nirreferu ghas-
sistema ta’ gbir ta’ flixken tal-hgieg,
fejn il-persuna kienet taghti lura
1-flixkun lil tal-hanut u hu jaghtiha
flus tal-vojt. F’dal-kaz I-FoE temmen
li ghandha tidhol sistema bhal din
fuq dawk ir-ri¢ipjenti vojta. S’intendi
din trid tkun mahduma flimkien
mas-settur privat, li sa llum jidher
li ma jridx ihaddimha. Barra minn
Malta hemm sistema ta’ magni
fejn il-persuna titfa’ I-bottijiet ta’
landa, ‘aluminium cans’ fil-magna u
l-magna ittik il-flus. Kull landa 1i tigi
riciklata tkun ged tiffranka energija
ekwivalenti ghal nofs gallun petrol.

Xtaqt naghlaq l-intervista billi
nsagqsi lilek, min hu dak il-blokk,
fugq livell Ewropew li I-FoE
International issib appogg u
kooperazzjoni?

Fuq livell Ewropew ix-xellug
huwa I-aktar vi¢in in-nies, filwaqt
li lemin huma aktar hbieb tal-
kumpaniji kbar u multinazzjonali.
[1-Grupp tal-hodor u Xellug huwa
l-aktar grupp li I-FoFE International
issib appogg biex jressqu I-quddiem
l-proposti taghhom. S’intendi dana
ma jeskludhiex il-fatt li fuq ¢ertu
direttivi gieli fazzjonijiet tal-lemin
taw l-appogg ukoll.

Iktar tard din is sena ser inniedu
il-kampanja taghna dwar l-ikel. Min
ikun irid jixtieq jissieheb ma’ FoE
Malta nhegguh jaghmel hekk billi
jibghat emejl lil info@foemalta.org,

Areflection by | |
Sammy Camilleri,
Ontario, Canada

Mohamed Bouazizi, who lived all

his life in a small town in Tunisia,
committed suicide there because he

had lost all hope. His ambition to go to
University was thwarted early in his life
and his intention to help his sisters to get
there couldn’t be realized.

From the age of 10 he had to help feed
the family by selling fruit in the Street.
The police harassed him, repeatedly
confiscating his wares, probably because
he couldn’t afford the bribe that would
buy his peace.

When one day last December a
policewoman humiliated him and tossed
aside his cart, it all became too much.
He doused himself with gasoline in
front of a government building and set
himself on fire. Some two weeks later
he died from his wounds. It was act of
desperation, not depression.

The news spread =l
through the internet

and his fate

became a symbol
of the sense of
hopelessness of
millions of his
contemporaries.
It’s said to have
triggered the
revolutions in
Tunisia and Egypt,
and soon no doubt
elsewhere.

L

Bouazizi became a g
role model for all
who had lost all
hope and would
choose death, not
because they want
to be heroes but
because Tyrants
have denied

them the right

to be human and
robbed them of the
incentive to live.

Hope is a way of
imagining the real.
When abusive
powers block such '
imagination, life becomes worthless. If
faith enables us to affirm the present,
hope points to the future, which always
includes living with others. Bouazizi
learned to accept his own miserable

lot with reported god cheer, but when
he could no longer discharge his
responsibilities that brought some hope
to his family, his life lost all meaning.

Charles Elliot Vernoff, an American
Scholar has written that “Faith inclines
toward patient and passive waiting, hope
toward urgent and active expectancy.

Faith abides in the awareness that

only Gods act in decisive, hope
recognises that humans, too, must act
responsibly with God's help to afford
God the raw materials for him to dispose
providentially.”

The regime of the now deposed Tunisian
President deprived Mohamed Bouazizi
of all initiative and thus rendered his life
hopeless. If faith is about Religion, hope
is about politics. To be with God, we
need faith. To live in the world, we need
hope, which we usually derive from
society shaped by the Governments that
rule us.

When they feed only the powerful and
starve the rest, be it under the pretext of
national security and economic necessity
or out of cynical callousness, people are
deprived of hope and some are driven to
self-destruction.

The victims can be found in many
countries. When life seems hopeless,
ending it as a final
gesture of defiance
becomes an option.
Sometimes it

means killing only

- oneself, as did young
Mohamed. Often

it involves acts of
terrorism that kill
many. The greatest
disasters are caused
by suicide bombers
who orchestrate their
own death to commit
multiple murders.

Many of the young
women and men
involved in these
activities come from
good homes and have
higher education. Yet
the corrupt regimes
in which they live
have deprived them
of finding work and
buildings homes

of their own. Faith
alone can no longer

I sustain them. Tough
Y no political system
% ! can bring hope to
W all, a society like
ours that protects
individuals as they
shape their future come close. That
privilege obligates us to celebrate our
good fortune by showing solidarity with
all who dare imagine the real and turn
despair into protest. There’s comfort
in the knowledge that the death of

Mohamed Bouazizi may not have been
in vain.

Photo shows a scene in Tu-
nis streets during the revolution,
where Che Guevara was an inspi-
ration for Tunisian youths

The psychological
policeman

I consider the clergy as psychological
policemen. They influence the
masses to behave were actual
policemen would find it difficult to
do so.

However many of the clergy, not in
Malta, propagate hate and death to
persons of other religions. How long
are we to suffer religious conflict?

The clergy wear the dress of piety, as
such a thing is a must, but some of
them are far from pious.

Politicians are afraid to antagonize
the clergy as they do not want to
loose their psychological influence
on the masses.

However at present some clergy
are doing more bad than good. Also
when the masses are scientifically
educated most of them abandon the
teaching of the clergy and with it
the moral education that they got

from the clergy and so the country in
question is worse of. What I suggest
is that the United Nations should
formulate a moral education plan
free from any religion and enforce it
in schools from kindergarten level.

There shouldn’t be any religious
schools. There should be only ones
that teach religion as the only subject
and they should not start teaching
until the child is twelve years old and
only for half an hour a week.

The non practicing individuals are

at a disadvantage as they have no
or very few leaders. Though they
make up large numbers they are not
organized. The religious people on
the other hand have fanatic leaders
with great powers of organization.

If the system suggested here is
implemented the moral code would
last a life time and religious conflict
would disappear.

Josephine Gatt-Ciancio
Kalkara



COLA: il-ligi

Ottubru-Di¢embru 2011

ghall-gholi tal-hajja

Id-diskussjoni pubblika dwar
ir-Riforma tal-COLA ittellghet
fid-9 ta’ April 2011 gewwa 60a,
Triq id-Dejqa, I-Belt Valletta u
kienet it-tmintax mis-sensiela
ta’ diskussjonijiet pubblic¢i dwar
temi politi¢i u so¢jali i ged jigu
organizzati minn Zminijietna.

[l-kelliema prin¢ipali kienu Michael
Parnis (GWU), Jesmond Bonello
(UHM),
Michael Pace
Ross (Ufficcju
Nazzjonali ta’
|-Istatistika)

u Benny

Borg Bonello
(Ghaqda tal-
Konsumatur).
Mexxa
d-diskussjoni
l-gurnalista
James Debono.

Micheal Pace
Ross beda ™
diskussjoni billi

ta’ rendikont ta’
kif jinhadem
il-mekkanizmu
tal-COLA | f
minn l-att L
ta’ statistika.

Semma li

meta pajjizna addotta I-Euro, kienet
ittiehdet id-decizjoni £°2008, 1i jsir
Household Budgetary Survey iehor.
L-ahhar wiehed 11 kien sar kien fi
sena 2000.

[I-HBS jsir billi jigi kkalkulat
il-konsum, f’dik Ii hi nefqa ta’
kuljum, ta’ 3,700 household
li hu l-ekwivalenti ta’ 10,000
persuna. Dawn 3,700 household
jirraprezentaw l-popolazzjoni
Maltija. Kull familja li tippartecipa
fis-servej tkun trid tnizzel ta’ kuljum
kullma tonfoq ghal gimghatejn shah.
Fl-ahhar tas-sena l-informazzjoni
tingabar kollha u I-konsum jigi
kklassifikat f’kategoriji u minn
hemm nohorgu l-persentaggi
‘average basket of consumption’,
ghal dak 1i hu konsum ta’ I-ikel,
transport, energija, hwejjeg,
medicina etc.

James Debono staqsa jekk hemmx
il-hsieb li Household Budgetary
Survey jibda jsir aktar spiss?

Michael Pace Ross qal 1i fil-
maggoranza tal-pajjizi 1-HBS ma
jsirx regolarment, imma hemm
pajjizi ohra li jaghmluh regolarment,
isejhulu ‘rolling household
budgetary survey’, fejn ta’ kull

sena jsiru l-aggustamenti. Xejn ma
jeskludi li fil-futur f"Malta il-HBS
jibda jsir aktar ta’ spiss. Bhalissa
dana jsir kull 5 snin.

Tajjeb ninnotaw wkoll 1i hemm ¢ertu
nfieq li ma jigix maqbud mill-HBS.
Dan I-fenomenu nsejhulu ‘under
reported’, bhal l-infieq fuq l-alkohol,
s-sigaretti, droga u prostituzzjoni.
(Dana minhabba I-illegalita ta’
l-istess prodott. Fattur ichor hu li
persuna f hafna drabi tiddejjaq tghid
li tikkonsma dak l-ammont, allavolja
tezisti sekretezza assoluta fis-servej).
L-NSO tosserva wkoll il-bidliet fil-
prezzijiet ta’ 9,000 prodott, l-aktar

li jigu kkonsmati mill-konsumaturi
Maltin. (Ma * dawn hemm nkluz
l-ilma, d-dawl u l-gass)

Tkellem ukoll Benny Borg Bonello
mill-ghaqda tal-Konsumaturi fejn
qal li I-konsumatur jhares lejn
1-gholi tal-hajja b’mod differenti,
kollox jiddependi minn kemm
ikollu x’jonfoq. Hemm affarijiet li
jinxtraw ta’ kuljum u hemm ohrajn
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le, imma dawn wkoll jgorru certu

piz fuq il-paga, ez ix-xiri ta’ karozza,
insurance, etc. L-istatistika turi li
l-konsum ta’ l-ikel naqas. Niftakar
gabel dan kien jlahhaq 40% tal-paga.
[lum dan nizel ghal 21.5%. S’intendi
kull mekkanizmu ghandu d-difetti.
L-HBS turi biss it-tendenzi li jkun
ged isehhu f’dak li hu nfieq.

James Debono stagsa lil Unjins jekk
humiex sodisfatti bil-mekkaniimu
tal-COLA.

Michael Parnis (GWU) qal li jekk
issagsini jekk ahniex sodisfatti,
nghidlek li le. S’intendi kieku
m’ghandniex il-COLA nkunu

aghar. Imma zgur li ghad baqa’
affarijiet xi ntejbu fil-mekkanizmu.
Tajjeb ninnotaw li I-konsum ta’
l-ikel jlahhaq 20% ta’ dak kollu i
jigi kkonsmat f’Malta. F’dak 1i hu
hwejjeg u zraben il-konsum huwa
ta’ 7.1%. L-energija hi ta’ 3.36% u
l-medicini 3.21% etc. 1z-zieda ghall-
gholi tal-hajja tinhadem fuq dik li hi
l-inflazzjoni. Il-haddiema dejjem qed
jiehdu z-zieda ghall-gholi tal-hajja
b’sena b’lura. Jigifieri I-kumpens
ghall-gholi tal-hajja mhux wiehed
realistiku.

Importanti li kalkoli li jsiru biex tigi
stabbilita l-inflazzjoni jinhadmu bejn
Jannar u Dicembru, mhux bhalissa
bejn Ottubru u Ottubru tas-sena ta’
wara. Id-differenza fil-prezz tkun
l-aktar fl-ewwel perjodu ta’ sena,
filwaqt 1i fl-ahhar tas-sena l-prezzijiet
jkunu stabilixxew ruhhom. Nagblu
bhala Unjin 1i I-HBS jsir aktar ta’
spiss. Il-fatt i ¢ertu konsum ta’
prodotti ma jigix irrapurtat tahdem
kontra l-istess haddiem.

Tajjeb nikkunsidraw jekk
l-pensjonanti ghandhomx ikollhom
HBS ghalihom. Ezempju: hemm
differenza bejn l-ammont ta’ flus

li jonfqu l-anzjani fil-medic¢ina u

I1 tirregola z-zidiet

persuna ohra ta’ etd izghar. Kompla
biex qal li I-poplu Malti jonfoq 3.3%
f’dik li hi energija, ahna nahsbu li
l-poplu jonfoq ferm aktar.

Michael Pace Ross qal li din irridu
noqghodu attenti rigward li jkun
hemm HBS separat ghal anzjani
ghax dana jaf jahdem bil-kontra.
Kull anzjan ghandu I-bZonnijiet
individwali tieghu li jvarjaw minn

wiehed ghal iehor.

Jesmond Bonello, UHM qal li jagbel
mas-suggeriment li I-HBS ghandu
jsir aktar ta’ spiss, ghax iz-zidiet
mhux ged jirriflettu b’mod realistiku.
Nagblu wkoll 1i I-inflazzjoni tibda
tigi stabbilita bejn il-perjodu ta’
Jannar u Dicembru. Din tnaqqas parti
mid-diskrepanza li tezisti fiz-zieda
ghall-gholi tal-hajja.

Tajjeb ukoll 1i ninnotaw li
l-mekkanizmu ta’ COLA ghadu

ged jinhadem bil-munita Maltija, u
ghalhekk jehtieg li neqilbu I-kalkolu
ghal Ewro, sabiex r-rizultat finali
jkun aktar realistiku.

Jesmond Bonello kompla billi qal

1i 1990 kien sar 1-ewwel kalkolu
tal-COLA, fejn minn dak inhar giet
definita I-paga bazika, maghrufa
bhala minimum wage (iddahlet
f’Malta 1974). Parallela mieghu
kienet nholqot id-definizzjoni tal-
paga socjali, li tinkludi fiha l-paga
bazika u I-benefi¢éji socjali. Ir-realta
hi li l-affarjiet llum huma differenti
minn dak iz-zmien, allura tajjeb li
ssir analizi tal-paga bazika. Tajjeb li
jsir studju dwar ir-relattivita tal-paga
bazika ma’ l-paga socjali, sabiex

din tirrifletti l-aspettattivi ta’ llum.
S’intendi jekk jirrizulta li -paga
bazika trid toghla sabiex tirrifletti
d-dinja ta’ llum, allura z-zieda ta’
COLA ser tkun aktar, ghax fugha
jinhadem il-mekkanizmu.

James Debono: Kif nistghu
nikkonfrontaw il-fattur
internazzjonali ta’ jieda fil-prezz ta’
l-energija u cereali?

Michael Pace Ross qal li biex
nikkalkulaw dan, li jrid isir hu li
jidhol fis-sehh 7olling household
budgetary survey’. La darba jinbeda
imma, ma tistax twaqqfu. Dana
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jinvolvi ukoll ammont konsiderevoli
tar-rizorsi umani u anke finanzjarji.
Jigifieri 1-familji ser jkollok
tintervistahom aktar ta’ spiss. [l-fatt
li numru ta’ households f’Malta

hu wiehed limitat, allura dana ser
jkun ta’ nkonvenjent ghall-familji,
minhabba li dan ser jigu ntervistati
aktar minn darba. S’intendi kull
familja li toqghod ghall-intervista
tithallas ta’ dan.

James Debono: L-Employers jharsu
lejn il-mekkanizmu tal-COLA bhala
aktar spejjez, x’tahsbu fuqha din?

Michael Parnis
(GWU) qal
li dan huwa
argument li
dejjem jinghad
minn Min
ihaddem,
imma kieku
vera hekk,
" Nicku llum
byt d lanqgas ghandna
Lo haddiema
jahdmu. Tajjeb
ninnotaw li
llum ghandna
o tliet sistemi li
~ bihom ntejbu
I-livell ta’
1-ghixien tal-
haddiema.
Dawn huma
1-COLA,
il-ftehim
kollettiv u 1-‘wage increments’ 1i
lkoll izidu fid-dhul tal-haddiem. Fil-
kaz tal-COLA din gabet stabbilita
industrijali. F1-1974 din kienet ta’ 10
liri Maltin (minimum wage). F’dawk
iz-zminijiet kienet f’idejn il-Gvern
li jiddeciedi z-zieda ta’ 1-gholi tal-
hajja, bil-konsegwenza li kellna
perjodu fejn il-Gvern dahhal il-‘wage
freeze’, (dan sar mill-1983 sa 1987
u anke f1-1989). Dan il-fenomenu
wassal ghall-instabbilitd industrijali
fejn hemm kellna I-famuz kaz ta’
Phoenicia, fejn il-haddiema spiccaw
tilfu l-impjieg ghax b’mod legittimu
strajkjaw sabiex huma wkoll
jinghataw zieda fil-paga. [I-COLA
jekk xejn gabet armonija industrijali.

Suggeriment tajjeb hu li nibdew
nikkalkolaw iz-zieda ta’ 1-gholi
tal-hajja ma’ I-paga medja, li hi
l-average wage tal-pagi kollha
tal-haddiema f’Malta. Dan skond
il-kalkoli taghna jkun jfisser zieda
doppja. Jigifieri I-haddiem minn
€1.16 fil-gimgha kien jiehu €2.32
fil-gimgha.

Benny Borg Bonello fuq dan il-

punt qgal li I-Gvern suppost hu
regulator li jara li I-prezzijiet ma
joghlewx b’mod esagerat, la ghandek
suq kompetittiv. Ez: minhabba

li regulatur fil-qasam tal-gass
m’ghamilx xoghlu sew, kif suppost
ghandu jaghmel, spi¢c¢ajna farsa
kbira ghad-detriment tal-konsumatur.
L-Awtoritajiet regulatorji mhumiex
jaqdu I-funzjonijiet taghhom.

Jesmond Bonello (UHM) gal 1i
rridu naraw ghala ¢ertu prodotti ged
joghlew, f’bhal fil-kaz tal-medicina,
ghax allura jkun ghalxejn 1i nithabtu
biex tinghata z-zieda ghall-gholi
tal-hajja biex mbaghad nibqghu
naraw zieda qawwija fil-prezzijiet
essenzjali.

(Ikompli f’pagna 7)



Zminijietna
Id-diskussjoni dwar
il-COLA

(Jagbad minn pagna 6)

Minn fost in-nies prezenti ghad-
diskussjoni, Michael Camilleri qal li
ghandna naghtu kaz l-aktar mhux fuq
kemm ged toghla I-hajja imma kemm
qed tigi tiswilek. EzZ jekk toghla
1-hobza u peress li din ta’ kuljum

trid tixtriha, allura ha tonfoq aktar.
Qal ukoll li tajjeb ninnotaw li fil-
Patt ta’ Governanza Ewropea hemm
theddida qawwija wkoll ghas-sistema
tal-COLA u I-ftehim Kollettiv.

1z-zewg rapprezentanti ta’ I-Unjins
irrikonoxxew li 1-Pakkett ta’
Governanza hu theddida diretta
ghall-haddiema u 1-familji taghhom.
Innotaw b’dispjacir it-triq anti-soc¢jali
li gqabdet 1-Unjoni Ewropea.

Alfred Vella saqsa jekk hux geghdin
niehdu kollox b’mod xjentifiku. Jekk
hu hekk allura x’inhu dak il-fattur

li qed igieghel il-familji jnaqqsu
fil-konsum ta’ I-ikel. X’inhu dak il-
fattur li qed igieghel in-nies inaqqsu
fil-konsum ta’ l-energija, hi wahda ta’
responsabilta jew minhabba fatturi
so¢jo-ekonomici tal-familja?

Michael Pace Ross rrimarka li
I-ftuh tal-farmers market u ta’ aktar
discount supermarkets zgur li se
jhallu mpatt f’dik li hi statistika
f’dak 1i hu konsum ta’ I-ikel.

Mario Mifsud qal li rridu nsahhu
aktar I-mekkanizmu tal-COLA billi
naghmluh aktar dinamiku. Ejja ma
naqawx ghall-izball 1i nghidu li bil
jew minghajr il-COLA I-istess. Dan
hu l-argument ta’ dawk 1i bl-iskuza
ta’ globalizazzjoni u neo liberalizmu
jridu jkissru I-mekkanizmu tal-
COLA.

David Pisani, PRO ta’ Zminijietna
— Lehen ix-Xellug qal li tul dawn
l-ahhar ghaxar snin 1-Unjoni
Ewropea mbarkat lejn direzzjoni
‘anti-socjali’ msejsa fuq il-hsieb
neo liberali. Ix-xoghol ‘atipiku’ jew
f’kelma ohra prekarju ged wkoll
jbaxxi I-livell ta’ I-ghixien. Irridu
nahdmu sabiex I-paga minima
toghla.

Fir-rigward ta’ 1-COLA u l-prezzijiet
tal-energija, jkun aktar gust jekk il-
Gvern jaghti hlas ta’ darba lil kull
familja, 1i tmur lura mill-1 ta’ Ottubru
2010, kif ukoll kwalunkwe zieda
fil-prezzijiet tal-energija ghandhom
ikunu riflessi b’mod realistiku fiz-
zieda ta’ 1-gholi tal-hajja. Hafna
familji ged jaghmlu hilithom biex
inaqqsu mill-konsum taghhom,

izda jibga’ I-fatt li I-konsum baziku
huwa essenzjali fil-hajja ta’ kuljum.
Nhossu li huwa ngust li minhabba
I-‘means testing’ hafna familji bi
dhul baxx u pensjonanti ged jkunu
mcahhda mid-dritt ghal kumpens.
[I-Gvern ghandu jaddotta politika li
tipprotegi l-konsum baziku, filwaqt li
tippenalizza 1-hela.

(Ricenti I-Gvern habbar li 66, 000
persuna bi dhul baxx u dawk fug
assistenza socjali ser jinghataw
kumpens ta’darba li b’kollox ilahhaq
[-€4 Miljun. Fir-rigward ta’ riforma
ta’ COLA sa llum ghad ma thabbar
xejn).
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Different but Equal

Mary Anne Zammit

He was robbed, beaten, tortured,
tied up and left to die in a low
freezing temperature. The motive
behind the murder was because
the young man was gay. Another
trans-man was raped by a group of
men after they discovered he was
biologically female.

Around the world, LGBT
individuals are still being subjected
to the highest rates of violent hate
crimes. Compared to the historical
past, the current level of hate crimes
may have slightly improved but it is
still a concurrent reality for LGBT
persons. There were times in history
where homosexuals were severely
penalized for their acts. Even in
Western societies there were Laws
allowing the death sentence for those
who were homosexuals.

Other societies punished
homosexuals by inflicting harsh
torture and severe imprisonment. In
many modern Muslims countries,
including Saudi Arabia, Pakistan,
Iraq and Sudan the death penalty is
still being applied. Even so, in South
Africa where lesbian women are
being exposed to gang rape as this
is consider an appropriate way of
curing their lesbianism.

Most often, hate crimes directed
towards LGBT people include
harassment, verbal abuse, physical
violence, sexual assault and even
murder. It has been reported
that many Transgender persons
who experience these types of
crimes do not report them for
fear of humiliation and lack of
understanding from the police.
Victims of hate crimes may not even
recognize that these insults or abuses
are in fact crimes, but rather consider
these actions as to be a part of the
social circumstances emanating from
the perception that LGBT persons

are not part of normal society.
Furthermore, victims of hate crimes
tend to internalize this homophobia
causing more suffering.

Other victims may not report
the crime due to social stigma
and the prejudice against LGBT
persons. They might fear that this
decision will help to identify them
and therefore increase the risk of
exposing their sexual orientation.
The perpetrators may either be
unknown to victims or they can
be relatives, colleagues or even
members of extremist right wing
groups. Moreover, not all violence
against LGBT persons can lead to
murder.

There are also high rates of
suicides committed by teens and
young adults. The experience of
bullying and harassment in schools
or in other venues may impel these
teens to commit suicide. At this
stage, many drop out from school
or skip classes because of bullying,
harassment and even lack of
understanding from their teachers.
Rejection by their families can also
be one of the grounds for committing
such acts.

In other scenarios, LGBT people
do not get jobs. In the case of
transgender people they would be
called Mr. because their identity card
says they are male as in the eyes
of society may not fit into existing
gender stereotypes regarding their
birth gender.

The EU Law offers protection from
Sexual Orientation Discrimination
and the published reports by
FRA,(European Union Agency for
Fundamental Rights) Homophobia
and Discrimination on grounds
of Sexual Orientation in the EU
member states, conducted an analysis

of the legal protection towards
transgender in EU countries. There
are three principals of protection
against discrimination on transgender
people which are; discrimination

on bases of sex within instruments
prohibiting discrimination between
women and men.

Discrimination on the basis of
sexual orientation and discrimination
interpreted to fall within a general
prohibition on discrimination with no
express articulation of sex or sexual
orientation which often results in
situation of legal uncertainty to the
precise protection of transgender
persons from discrimination. Malta is
one of the eleven states falling in this
category.

Few LGBT persons are
participating in the work force and
there is a level of discrimination at
the workplace which can be direct
and indirect. Discrimination may be
experienced in the lack of promotion
opportunities, unequal treatment
in the area of performance and
advancement, verbal harassment,
degrading statements, insults and
social isolation.

The Employment Equality
Directive prohibits both direct and
indirect discrimination on grounds of
sexual orientation both in private and
public sectors and in work. EU law
obliges member states to establish
an Equality board in the area of race
discrimination or sex discrimination.
Around 18 member stares have set
up an equality board whilst Malta
falls amongst the nine member
states with currently no equality
body covering sexual orientation
discrimination.

These situations are an everyday
reality for LGBT people and they
should not be discriminated against
because of their sexual orientation.
More support from the Authorities
and implementation of national
and regional strategies will help
to alleviate the suffering of these
individuals. Discrimination against
LGBT has to stop once and for all.

L-Argentina mhix se taccetta

medi¢ina

[1-President ta’ I-Argentina, Cristina
Fernandez de Kirchner ikkritikat bil-
gawwa lill-bankiera u istituzzjonijiet
finanzjarji nternazzjonali u qalet
li dawn “iridu jaghtuna l-istess
medic¢ina li kienu tawna meta
rvinawna”

[1-President Fernandez kienet
qieghda tattendi l-inawgurazzjoni
ta’ xibka ta’ linji ta’ l-energija ta’
500 kilowatt, f’Mendoza. Fid-
diskors taghha lill-folla kbira li
attendiet qalet li “qeghdin nahdmu
biex l-poplu Argentin kollu jkun
jista’ itejjeb I-kwalita tal-hajja
taghhom. Il-wasla ta’ 1-energija
elettrika ggib maghha investiment,
edukazzjoni u ugwaljanza lil
kulhadd. Meta tasal l-energija
elettrika jew il-gass, ma jimportax
x’kulur politiku thaddan, ghax
dawn igibu ferh fost kulhadd”.

Hija tkellmet wkoll dwar il-banek
internazzjonali, 1-istituzzjonijiet

finanzjarji u l-agenziji tal-credit
rating, bhall-Fond Monetarju
Internazzjonali (IMF), il-Bank Dinji
u Moody’s, hekk kif hatha pajjizi
qeghdin jiffac¢jaw il-krizi tal-
kapitalizmu.

“F’dinja li qieghda tikkollassa, iridu
jaghtu lezzjonijiet, jew aghar minn
hekk, iridu jaghtuna 1-medicina li
tawna matul ‘ghaxar snin’ u li serviet

I1 kienet 1irvinat 1l-pajjiz

biss biex tirvina lill-poplu u l-pajjiz.”

Hija kompliet qalet li “dawn

jemmnu li jekk jinforzaw it-tqacciet

ta’ l-infieq pubbliku, il-pajjizi jibdew

jikbru. Dan huwa bla sens. Niftakar

meta zewgi ( 1-eks President Nestor
Kirchner) kien qal lill-kredituri
f1-2003 1i ‘1-ebda ragel mejjet ma
jista’ jhallas lura dejnu”.

Hija kompliet tghid li I-Argentina
tonfoq biss 2 fil-mija tal-Prodott
Gross Domestiku biex thallas id-
dejn barrani u “grazzi ghal’alla,

6 fil-mija tal-GDP jintefaq fis-
sistema edukattiva”.

[1-President Fernandez ghalget
billi wissiet lil min idejjen, “li
l-policies ekonomic¢i taghna huma
decizi mill-gvern u 1-Kungress
u mhux mill-barranin. L-Poplu
Argentin biss u hadd aktar, mhu se

jsawwar il-gejjieni tas-socjeta, ta’

uliedna u wlied uliedna”.
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II-Kilba Imperjalista ta’ I-Istati Uniti

Imperjalizmu  jista’ jigi deskritt
bhala nvazjoni aggressiva minn
pajjiz fuq it-territorju ta’ stat ichor, li
tirrizulta f’jasar ghal dak il-poplu
mahkum.  Generalment il-pajjiz
mahkum jigi sfruttat mir-rizorsi
naturali tieghu sabiex jistghanew id-
ditti multi nazzjonali li [lum huma
b’sahhithom li sa anke jiddettaw lill-
istess Gvernijiet tal-pajjizi li huma
mahkuma.

Fi kliem ichor “ir-ruling class”
inbidlet, m’ghadix il-borgezija lokali,
wasalna ghal dak li kien kiteb Lenin, li
“I-Imperjalizmu huwa l-oghla stadju
tal-Kapitalizmu”. Hafna minn dawn
il-multi nazzjonali huma mmexija
minn kumpaniji kbar Amerikani.
L-Istati Uniti ghandha storja twila
ta’ imponiment tar-rieda taghha fuq
pajjizi ohrajn. Dejjem kienet taghmel
hekk ghall-interessi tan-negozjanti
Amerikani.

L-imperjalizmu ghandu storja twila
mid-dinjatal-qedem sad-dinjatal-lum.
Imperi kibru u wiehed wara l-iehor
raw it-tmiem taghhom. Minghajr ma
noqoghdu nidhlu zzejjed fiz-Zmien
klassiku, bizzejjed insemmu dak tal-
passat ricenti. Fis-Seklu Dsatax kien
hemm I-Imperu Ingliz u dak Franciz
fuq skala dinjija u I-Imperi Awstro-
Ungeriz u dak Ottoman fuq skala
ferm izghar.

Iz-zewg  imperi ta’ l-ahhar
jigifieri dak Ottoman u dak Awstro
Ungeriz sparrixew wara [-Ewwel
Gwerra Dinjija. L-Imperu Ingliz, u
dak Franciz bdew jaraw iz-zerniq
taghhom wara it-Tieni Gwerra

minn Victor Degiovanni

Dinjija, dawn baqghu ikarkru sa nofs
is-Seklu Ghoxrin sakemm ix-xemx
nizlet darba ghal dejjem minn fuq
l-imperu Ingliz u kif wkoll ntemm
l-imperu Franciz.

Wara it-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija
beda jfegg imperjalizmu iehor, li
ghalkemm kien jidher gdid fuq livell
Dinji, fil-fatt dan ma kienx, ghaliex
I-Istati Uniti dejjem kellha politika
imperjalista. Din kienet il-politika
maghrufabhala *“/-Monroe Doctrine”
li kienet tillimita ruhha biss ghall-
isfera  tal-Kontinent =~ Amerikan,
kemm 1-Amerika ta’ fuq u kif ukoll
I-Amerika ta’ ifsel. Meta kien ikun
hemm xi Gvern demokratiku f’dawn
il-pajjizi ta’ dan I-kontinent li ma
kienx joghgob lill-Amministrazzjoni
ta’” Washington, I-Istati Uniti kienet
tibghat il-morini, tnehhieh u minfloku
tinstalla dittatur pupazz taghha.

L-Imperjalizmu Amerikan beda
jahdem fuq binarji ohra u beda jahkem
il-pajjizi permess ta’ -ekonomija fejn
il-gvernijiet ma offrewx rezistenza.
Kontra dawk il-pajjizi li ma jkunux
iridu jissotomettu ruhhom, kienu
jintuzaw mezzi ohra, mezzi ta’
sovversjoni  permezz tas-servizzi
sigrieti bhas-CIA.

Dawn il-mezzi ntuzaw diversi drabi
b’success u hafna drabi s-CIA hadmet
ma’ elementi politikament leminin,
ma’ unions li jkunu jirraprezentaw lis-
sidien u ghaqdiet kriminali , u bil-mod
jibdew atti ta’ sabottaggi ntizi sabiex
ikissru l-ekonomija, u joskuraw lill-

mexxejja tal- pajjiz li jkun fil-mira,
propaganda qarrieqa kemm gewwa
lI-pajjiz, permess tal-midja leminija
u kif ukoll, gideb sfa¢¢at fil-midja
nternazzjonali. Sabiex meta jasal il-
waqt 1i jintbaghtu I-morini hadd ma
jipprotesta.

Dawn il-mezzi  ntuzaw kontra
l-gvern  progressiv  ta’ Mossadeq
fl-Iran sabiex gie installat ir-regim
tax-Shah, 1i dam jahkem fuq l-Iran
sakemm gie meghlub mir-rivoluzzjoni
Izlamika u l-poplu Iranjan ghadu sa’
[lum ibati, ghaliex ghadu mhuwiex
poplu liberu. Dan kollu minhabba
l-intri¢¢i ta’ l-Imperjalizmu  Ingliz
u  Amerikan. L-istess metodi
ntuzaw kontra 1-Gvern ta’ Arbenz
fil-Gwatemala u aktar tard kontra
Salvador Allende gewwa ¢-Cile.
Gvernijiet progressivi li  1-ghan
taghhom kien li jtejjbu I-kundizzjoni
tal-hajja  tal-popli  taghhom u
johorguhom mill-mizerja tal-faqar.

Diversi amministrazzjonijiet ta’
I-Istati Uniti huma hatja ta’ delitti
kontra l-umanita minhabba I-gwerer
imperjalisti 1i huma qanqlu sabiex
jiehdu r-rizorsi naturali ta’ haddiehor
prin¢ipalment iz-zejt u gwerer ohra
sabiex jizguraw li f”dak il-pajjiz ikun
hemm regim sottomess lejn l-interessi
Amerikani.

Dawn il-Gwerer prin¢ipalment,
kienu tal-Korea fil-bidu tas-snin
Hamsin.  Din il-gwerra sal-lum
ghadha ma spiccatx ghaliex kien
hemm biss waqfien tal-glied, imma
qatt ma gie ffirmat trattat tal-pac¢i u
konsegwenza ta’ hekk [-Korea ghadha
sa llum maqgsuma. Fil-Gwerra tal-
Vjetnam, gwerra ohra mqangla mill-
Istati Uniti sabiex izzomm lil dan
il-pajjiz maqsum f’Zzewg partijiet.

Zminijietna
L-Istati Uniti hawnhekk, sofriet
l-akbar telfa taghha, Gwerer ohra

aktar ricenti kienu dawk ta’l-Iraq u ta’
1-Afganistan.

[l-gwerra ta’ l-Iraq kienet gwerra
ddikjarata llegali minhabba I-fatt li
Gnus Maghquda ma qablitx ma’ din
il-gwerra. L-Istati Uniti u 1-Alleati
taghhom dahlu fl-Afganistan, bl-
iskuza tal-11 ta’ Settembru “/i hafna
jahsbu li kien hemm ['id mohbija
ta’ l-istess imperjalizmu Amerikan
wara dan [-att fahxi.” Kemm fil-
gwerra fl-Iraq kif ukoll f’dik Afgana
l-imperjalizmu ghadu ma harigx
rebbieh.

Ta’ min isemmi wkoll il-mod kif it-
territorju Serb tal-Kosovo gie misruq
umoghti lill-Albanizi li jghixu hemm,
bhal ma kien gara fil-Palestina wara
it-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija, fejn residenti
Palestinjani spiccaw go kampijiet
tar-refugjati  tal-Gnus Maghquda,
biex jaghmlu wiesgha ghall-hafna
Ewropej ta’ religjon Lhudija.

Fil-prezent l-imperjalizmu permess
tan-NATO nehha mill-poter lir-regim
ta’ Muammar Gaddafi mil-Libya,
sabiex ikun jista’ jerga’ jikkontrolla
ir-rizorsi naturali bhal ma kien isir
fiz-zmien tar-Re Idris.

[llum hawn hafna nies 1i ghadhom
ma fehmux, jew ma jridux jithmu
ghax hekk jagblilhom, jaslu biex anke
jichdu l-ezistenza ta’ I-imperjalizmu.
Dawn jaslu wkoll li jekk issemmi
l-kelma  imperjalizmu, jghajjruk
antikwat bl-iskuza banali ta’ “new
thinking”. Dan il-kuncett ta’ hsieb
falla bhal ma falla dak Neo liberali.
L-Imperjalizmu ghadu maghna u
jispicca biss meta finalment jittriomfa
is-So¢jalizmu.

96% ta’ 1-Elettorat Taljan kontra
privatizazzjoni ta’ I-Ilma

r-rizorsa ta’l-ilma, llum aktar

minn qatt qabel irridu nsiru aktar
konxji ta’ I-importanza taghha.
Hi dik ir-rizorsa li taghti I-hajja
lid-dinja. Minghajr din ir-rizorsa,
l-ebda kreatura ma tghix. In-nixfa
u n-nuqgqas ta’ xita lkoll igieghluna
nithassbu dwar il-gejjieni ta’ din
ir-rizorsa. L-istess bhal kull rizorsa
ohra, din tinteressa lis-settur privat
biex jakkwista kontroll taghha.
Fil-fatt f*certu pajjizi l-ilma gie
privatizzat u konsegwenza t’hekk
hafna nies foqra spiccaw minghajr
il-provvista ta’ I-ilma, kif ukoll
l-immaniggjar ta’ rizorsa ma baqax
sostenibbli.

Bhal kull haga ohra, jezistu zewg
perspettivi distinti. Hemm min ihares
lejn is-servizz u distribuzzjoni ta’
I-ilma bhala gid komuni u hemm

ohrajn jharsu lejh bhala kommodita li h

tista’ tinxtara u tinbiegh.

Studjuz Ingliz, Barlow Marlow
kien stqarr “/i [-futur ta’l-ilma ser
Jiddetermina l-futur taghna jkunx
wiehed pacifiku jew perikoluz”.
L-analizi ta’ Barlow tiftah dibattitu
shih dwar x’ghandu jsir.

Fl-Italja ftit ta’ xhur ilu saru tliet
referenda ta’ mportanza f’dik 1i hi
politika so¢jali u ambjentali, fejn il-
maggor parti kbira ta’ 1-elettorat,

96 %, ivvutaw kontra I-pjani tal-
Gvern li jipprivatizza s-servizz tal-
ilma. L-istess elettorat, fuq kwistjoni

ambjentali ohra hareg jopponi
l-politika tal-Gvern ghal aktar
investiment fl-energija nukleari.

L-Urugwaj kien ghadda minn
l-istess esperjenza fejn in-

nies kienu mgieghla jivvutaw
f’referendum dwar il-privatizazzjoni
ta’ l-ilma. L-istess bhall-Italja,
l-organizazzjonijiet inghaqdu
f’kampanja wahda maghrufa bhala

'ﬁt A3 ﬂtll“‘

The Cochabamba Water revolt.
Infatti fir-referendum l-maggoranza
ta’ I-elettorat ivvota kontra.

Is-sabih ta’ dawn ir-referenda,
partikolarment ghal dak marbut ma
l-ilma kien l-involviment maghqud
ta’ numru ta’ ghaqdiet soéjali

Ikoll hadmu sabiex j jigi assigurat li
l-ilma jigi trattat mhux bhala prodott
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li jinxtara u jinbiegh imma bhala
wirt komuni li ghandu jithares u
jingasam bejn kulhadd. Bir-rebha
fir-referendum 1l-ghaqdiet issa ser
jghafsu sabiex tidhol fis-sehh ligi li
tkun ta’ gwida fil-gestjoni pubblika
ta’ I-ilma.

“It-twaqqif ghal pjanijiet tal-Gvern
li jipprivatizza s-servizzi ta’ l-ilma
hija I-ewwel pass lejn uzu ahjar u
responsabbli ta’ ilma,” qalet Daniela
Del Bene, attivista ma’ I-NGO Cevi
li hi msiehba fil-kampanja bl-isem
ta’ Acquabenecomune - ‘www.
acquabenecomune.org’.

L-organizazzjonijiet jqisu r-rebha
fir-referendum bhala l-ewwel pass,
imma jaccettaw I-fatt li issa gejja
l-parti I-aktar iebsa u diffi¢li, dik

li jigi msahhah l-immaniggjar tas-
sistema pubblika li jissodisfa kemm
il-bzonnijiet tal-poplu u r-rizorsa
naturali ta’ I-ilma b’mod sostenibbli
u gust. [l-votazzjoni ghal dan ir-
referendum gajmet interess kbir
madwar id-dinja, partikolarment ghal
minn ihaddan politika Xellugija u
Hadra.

“Is-success tar-referendum fl-Italja
hija I-wirja vera ta’ l-energija u
l-potenzjal li jgieb mieghu [-gherugq
ta’ l-attivizmu,” qal Wenonah Hauter,
direttur ezekuttiv ta’ 1-ghaqda
internazzjonali Food and Water
Watch.

1l-qassisin u s-sorijiet kellhom rwol
importanti f’dan ir-referendum u
hadu sehem bi hgarhom fil-glieda
kontra I-privatizazzjoni (Ritratt)



